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Friends  of  the  Mission  when  in  Paris  should  always  consult  the 
church  notices  in  the  Saturday  {Paris)  New  York  Herald  for  news  of 
McAU  Meetings. 

THE  THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  MEETING 
of  the 

AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 
will  be  held  in  the 
BROWN  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  2  and  3,  J  9 17 

The  Speaker  of  Wednesday  Evening  will  be  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

Chairman  of  Hospitality  Committee,  Mrs.  Bartlett  S.  Johnston 
Cloverdale  Road,  Baltimore 

The  Gymnastic  Society  of  our  Solidarite  in  Rouen  is  the 
only  surviving  society  of  this  sort  in  that  city,  all  others  having 
been  broken  up  by  the  call  to  arms.  It  consists  of  thirty  young 
recruits  who  will  be  called  to  the  colors  in  1918  and  1919. 
Their  leader  has  seen  -service  in  the  trenches,  but  has  been 
invalided  home.  Nearly  every  one  of  these  boys  has  been 
by  the  grace  of  God  saved  from  intemperance  and  dis- 
solute conduct. 

A  "Soldiers'  Rest"  has  been  opened  in  Marseilles  under 
the  care  of  M.  Neboit,  provided  with  newspapers,  magazines 
and  books,  and  with  materials  for  correspondence.  Though 
Marseilles  is  far  from  the  seat  of  war,  the  city  is  constantly 
welcoming  vessels  which  have  put  in  to  escape  a  submarine, 
or  to  bring  the  crews  of  vessels  destroyed  by  such.  Many 
German  prisoners  are  at  work  there  upon  the  quays  and  many 
soldiers  of  allied  nationalities — -Hindus,  Serbians,  Russians, 
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Malagasy,  Soudanese,  Caladonian  Islanders,  wounded  or  mu- 
tilated, are  here,  and  to  all  of  these  our  Mission  is  ready  to 
minister  in  spiritual  things. 

For  the  third  time  the  "Woman's  Committee  Auxiliary 
to  the  Committee  of  Protestant  Chaplains"  provided  small 
Christmas  trees  for  soldiers  at  the  front,  with  gifts  of  pocket 
knives,  pipes,  lead  pencils,  letter  paper,  pocket  mirrors  and 
such  like.  Wherever  one  could  be  erected,  the  soldiers,  with- 
out distinction  of  creed,  joyfully  gathered  around  it  with  sing- 
ing of  hymns  and  a  few  words  from  the  Chaplain  through 
whom  this  gift  of  the  Woman's  Committee  reached  them. 
Among  the  members  of  the  Committee  we  find  such  "McAll" 
names  as  Mmes  Biegbeder,  Elie  Gounelle,  Monod  and  Soulie. 

M.  Sainton  spent  the  month  before  Christmas  in  St. 
Etienne  with  Dr.  Benham,  making  thirty-two  addresses  in  our 
Mission  Hall,  which,  in  spite  of  extremely  rigorous  weather, 
was  crowded  at  every  meeting.  According  to  his  request  only 
professing  Christians  were  admitted — the  term  by  no  means 
excluding  many  who  are  not  church  members.  The  Spirit  of 
God  was  evidently  present,  and  a  remarkable  quickening  of 
the  religious  life  was  evident.  Immediately  after  this  series 
of  meetings  M.  Sainton  returned  to  his  work  in  the  Semeuse 
at  Vannes,  which,  as  already  noted,  had  been  restored  by  the 
war  authorities  to  the  Mission. 

Our  readers  have  already  learned,  with  satisfaction, 
through  the  public  press,  that  the  French  government  has 
abolished  the  long-enjoyed  privileges  of  the  boiiilleurs  du  cru 
or  private  distillers.  Up  to  the  date  of  this  act  (June  30,  1916), 
possessors  of  vineyards  had  enjoyed  the  right  of  distilling 
alcohol  from  their  own  grapes,  and  selling  it  without  a  license. 
The  economic  damage  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  hard 
working  and  thrifty  peasantry  of  France  which  would  result 
from  such  an  act  had  caused  the  authorities  to  hesitate  long 
before  passing  it,  but  consideration  of  the  good  of  the  whole 
country  has  outweighed  respect  for  the  privileges  of  a  class, 
however  large  and  however  generally  reputable,  and  France 
has  thus  openly  acknowledged  the  importance  of  temperance. 
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PASTOR  NICK  TO  THE  BOSTON  AUXILIARY 

^  January,  1917. 

Dear  Madame  : 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  given  you  any  sign  of  life, 

but  what  events  have  come  to  me,  one  after  another,  during  this 

time!    We  have  had  the  hard  battle  of  the  Somme,  of  which 

Mr.  Guex  has  perhaps  told  you.    Often  my  life  has  been  in 

danger,  but  has  been  marvelously  protected  by  the  goodness 

of  God,  thanks  to  the  prayers  of  Christian  friends,  among 

them  yours !    It  is  not  necessary  to  tell  you  the  ravages  caused 

by  the  war.    In  the  Somme  the  villages  are  not  only  destroyed, 

they  are  pulverized!    There  are  not  even  ruins  left!    Of  all  a 

prosperous  valley,  there  remains  standing,  to  mark  the  spot, 

only  a  piece  of  wall  five  metres  wide  and  five  metres  high,  and 

pierced  by  a  yawning  hole !    Everywhere  else  enormous  holes 

from  shells,  and  yet  more  holes !   On  the  inside  walls  of  these 

little  craters,  there  is  an  indescribable  mixture  of  all  sorts  of 

objects.    Oine  would  say  the  villages  had  been  tossed  up  into 

the  air  as  by  a  spade.   Not  a  leaf  on  the  broken  and  splintered 

trees,  and  hardly  a  bit  of  bark  left !    And  a  pestilential  odor 

from  the  many  bodies  that  have  not  been  buried,  seizes 

your  throat !    In  summer  all  was  covered  with  a  carpet  of  huge 

black  flies !    In  the  entrance  trenches  one  walked  over  a  new 

ground,  made  of  soldiers'  bodies,  burned  by  the  shells !  But 

why  should  I  tell  you  of  all  this  ?    Far  better  to  talk  of  the 

heroism  of  the  men,  of  whom  many  are  fathers  of  families, 

who,  to  obey  the  call  of  duty  and  to  deliver  their  country, 

went  to  their  death  in  perfect  order  and  in  measured  time. 

I  have  wept  to  see  them  advancing  thus,  without  a  single  one 

hesitating  or  holding  back !    There  is  heroism  latent  in  the 

heart  of  every  man.    Oh,  if  this  splendid  energy  could  be  used 

later  in  the  holy  rivalries  of  peace  and  to  combat  all  evil ! 

Shall  I  tell  you  of  the  patience  and  perseverance  of  our 

soldiers,  who  in  the  trenches  suffer  in  silence,  and  persevering? 

or  of  those  brave  young  Christian  widows  who  are  deprived 

after  a  few  months  of  marriage  of  their  dearest,  and  who  find 

their  supreme  consolation  in  giving  themselves  for  the  service 

of  others?   How  dark  life  is  for  many !   I  know  an  officer  who 

has  lost  four  sons  in  the  war.   The  mother  is  still  left !    I  know 
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one  family  where  six  sons  have  been  taken !  In  the  munition 
plants  the  work  is  excessive  and  crushing,  and  the  workers 
deserve  credit  from  their  country.  How  many  young  girls 
will  never  marry  because  of  the  war !  If  some  are  turning 
toward  evil  now  how  many  hearts  are  turning  toward  God 
and  Heaven.  Perhaps  there  has  never  been  so  much  prayer, 
at  least,  not  for  many  years ! 

We  have  had  news  lately  of  the  work  at  Fives-Lille,  in 
the  "Foyer"  and  at  the  "Rayon,"  through  friends  who  have 
been  sent  out  of  Lille  by  the  Germans  and  have  come  through 
Switzerland  to  France.  A  young  lady  writes  me  that  the  work 
goes  on  notwithstanding  the  war.  Prof.  Vallee,  who  before  the 
war  was  my  right  hand  man,  is  well  enough  to  direct  all  the 
work.  He  holds  meetings,  and  has  held  as  many  as  five  a 
week.  He  visits  the  sick,  presides  at  the  Young  People's  meet- 
ings and  attends  also  to  the  food  supply.  To  preserve  our 
property,  he  has  made  the  following  arrangements.  The 
Rayon  (the  young  girls'  home)  serves  as  one  of  the  centers 
at  Lille,  where  food  is  given  to  the  people,  thanks  to  the  care 
of  the  Spanish-American  Committee.  The  flags  of  Spain  and 
the  United  States  float  above  it,  and  the  Germans  have  not  the 
right  to  enter  it  to  take  away  the  food.  This  does  not  pre- 
vent its  being  used  by  our  young  girls.  The  Foyer  du  Peuple 
serves  as  Mairie  (City  Hall)  of  Lille,  where  the  people  receive 
their  allowance,  and  it  is  preserved  from  destruction.  In  my 
home,  Mr.  Vallee  has  established  a  clinic  for  babies,  cared  for 
by  Dr.  Mariner,  vice-president  of  the  Pasteur  Institute  of 
Lille.  Mr.  Vallee  is  aided  in  his  work  by  a  number  of  devoted 
women.  He  knows  well  how  to  distribute  the  work  and  to 
give  enthusiasm  by  his  example.  A  lady  told  me  the  meetings 
at  the  Foyer  were  very  large.  She  proved  it  by  saying  that 
a  few  days  before  she  was  sent  out  of  Lille,  at  the  end  of 
December,  1916,  one  Sunday  evening  she  went  to  the  Foyer 
to  a  meeting  and  it  was  so  full  it  was  only  after  standing 
awhile  and  looking  carefully  that  she  found  a  seat,  and  this 
with  six  hundred  seats  in  the  hall !  God  visibly  sustains  our 
friends ;  they  lack  almost  everything,  except  rice  and  beans, 
given  by  the  Franco-American  Committee.  These  are  abun- 
dant, but  without  any  seasoning.    Meat  costs  forty  francs  a 
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kilogramme  (about  $4.00  a  pound!).  A  well-to-do  refugee 
who  came  to  sec  me  had  only  eaten  meat  twice  in  two  years  of 
captivity  in  the  invaded  district  I  But  the  thing  from  which 
our  friends  suffer  most  is  the  utter  lack  of  information  and 
details  of  their  loved  ones  from  whom  they  are  separated. 
How  many  mothers  I  know  who  will  never  see  their  sons, 
fallen  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  who  yet  do  not  know  of  their 
loss  which  occurred  long  ago !  I  know  a  Christian  woman  who 
for  love,  and  to  help  her  fellow  citizens,  cared  for  the  German 
wounded.  These,  healed,  went  back  to  the  front  and  killed 
her  son !  I  know  a  pastor  who  knows  the  murderer  of  his 
son,  the  German  officer  who  killed  him  having  been  made 
prisoner  the  day  following,  and  saying  he  had  killed  the  young 
man  in  such  and  such  circumstances ! 

What  horrors !  I  think  of  the  death  on  the  field  of  the 
son  of  Prof.  Allier,  who  is  one  of  the  finest  preachers  in 
Paris.  What  deep  sorrow  for  him  when  he  heard  his  son,  a 
fine  young  Christian,  had  been  wounded  in  the  legs,  and  then 
killed  with  blows  from  the  butt-end  of  a  gun;  and  he  has 
absolute  proof  of  this.  What  horrors !  What  evils !  What 
horrible  sentiments  born  in  those  souls !  When,  O  Christy  wilt 
thou  come  and  reign  on  this  earth ! 

I  have  now  to  tell  you  of  the  terrible  sorrow  that  has 
come  to  us.  You  know  that  for  more  than  a  year  Mme  Nick 
has  been  seriously  ill.  Three  times  we  have  feared  to  lose  her, 
but  though  not  cured  she  seemed  so  much  better  that  we  took 
new  hope  and  trusted  that  she  might  be  left  with  us  for  the 
sake  of  her  six  children,  of  her  work  and  also  for  me.  But  on 
the  4th  of  January,  after  much  suffering,  she  entered  into  the 
rest  of  her  Saviour.  Her  face  was  serene,  she  seemed  to  smile 
and  say :  "It  is  good  at  last  to  taste  of  rest,  and  how  beautiful 
is  Heaven !" 

You  cannot  know  what  a  void  she  leaves  in  the  home,  of 
which  she  was  truly  the  center  and  the  soul.  She  was,  more 
than  myself,  the  center  and  soul  of  our  work  at  Fives-Lille. 
You  cannot  think  of  the  number  of  persons,  young  girls,  stu- 
dents, women  of  all  social  positions,  whom  this  Elect  Lady 
helped,  comforted,  consoled !   How  many  friends  bless  her  for 
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the  good  she  did  them,  and  for  the  example  of  absohite  con- 
secration to  the  work  of  the  Master  which  she  has  left  them ! 
We  bless  her  for  all  she  has  been  to  us.  Though  we  realize 
as  yet  but  imperfectly  how  we  shall  miss  her,  she  has  left  us 
a  memory  so  sweet,  so  helpful  that  we  thank  God  for  having 
given  her  to  us  for  twenty-two  years !  It  has  been  a  great 
privilege  for  me  that,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  and  be- 
cause of  my  wound,  I  could  be  with  her  these  last  three  months 
and  surround  her  with  love.  She  had  a  fine  intellect,  clear 
and  lucid,  and  talked  well  on  all  the  moral,  social  and  religious 
questions  that  fired  her  soul.  Her  words  were  always  "with 
grace,  seasoned  with  salt" !  She  had  much  brilliancy,  and 
without  ever  departing  from  the  truth,  she  knew  just  what  to 
say  to  each  one  that  would  be  useful  to  him.  Her  heart  was 
big  and  filled  with  love,  and  this  was  the  source  of  her  influ- 
ence. She  knew  how  to  understand  the  hearts  and  intellects  of 
those  who  came  to  her  with  their  doubts,  their  anxieties,  their 
fears.  She  could  put  herself  in  the  place  of,  and  come  close  to, 
all  those  who  came  to  her  for  advice,  even  those  who  seemed 
furthest  removed  from  Gospel  truth,  and  they  were  many. 
She  rejoiced  in  the  joy  of  others;  for  example,  she  wept  for 
joy  on  hearing  that  a  wife  from  the  invaded  region,  who  had 
been  sent  into  France,  had  found  her  husband !  But  also, 
what  pain  she  has  suffered,  what  tears  she  has  shed  over  the 
sufferings  caused  by  this  war !  She  said  often :  "This  war 
is  killing  me."  In  speaking  thus,  she  did  not  think  primarily 
of  her  own  anxieties  about  her  loved  ones  who  were  in  the 
war;  she  suffered  because  of  the  evil  unchained,  and  the  sor- 
row it  causes.  She  suffered  because  war  is  the  most  fearful 
contradiction  of  Christ's  command  of  love  and  fraternity ! 
This  war  tore  down  her  gospel  and  ideal  view  of  peace  and 
love  among  men  !  One  of  our  friends,  Mr.  Dubois,  who  has 
gone  from  us,  but  who  saw  her  during  the  first  months  of 
mobilization,  said  of  her:  "It  is  beautiful  to  see  any  one  suffer 
as  she  suffers  from  the  war!" 

Shall  I  tell  you  all  she  was  to  the  work  at  Lille?  She  was 
truly  its  center  and  inspiration.  Her  home  was  the  place 
where  all  friends  of  the  Gospel  met.  But  that  devotion  ended 
by  being  very  fatiguing  to  her,  for  I  have  seen  her  receive 
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friends  uninterruptedly  from  9  a.  ni.  to  10  p.  m.,  even  during 
meals,  for  all  were  welcome  and  she  was  always  gracious. 
Her  greatest  joys  were  those  of  Christian  friendship,  with 
pastors,  pastor's  wives  and  many  other  friends,  and  she  had 
but  one  aim,  the  Kingdom  of  God.  How  she  loved  to  talk" 
with  them  of  the  great  moral,  social  and  religious  problems 
which  came  to  our  attention. 

She  was  so  overjoyed  at  the  time  our  great  Temperance 
Congress  (croix  bleiie)  met  here,  when  about  a  hundred  men 
gave  their  testimony,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  One  who  had 
broken  the  chains  of  their  evil  passion ;  and  also  when  we  had 
the  visit  of  the  English  Brotherhood.  She  greeted  in  this 
group  of  English  workmen  a  people  brought  to  Jesus  Christ, 
and  it  seemed  to  her  she  saw  Satan  fall  from  Heaven  like 
lightning ! 

She  had  a  great  gift  of  organization,  and  a  pronounced 
taste  for  surgery  and  medicine.  She  was  quick  of  movement 
without  being  brusque,  putting  thought  into  all  she  did,  for 
she  desired  that  it  should  have  a  character  of  perfection;  she 
could  not  do  up  a  parcel  without  putting  care  into  it.  "All 
must  be  worthy  of  the  King."  Pastor  Dtirrleman,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  our  French  pastors,  said  to  me :  "She  had 
an  incontestable  and  uncontested  spiritual  authority  in  our 
churches  of  the  North,  authority  given  her  by  the  breadth  of 
her  views,  and  the  disinterested  manner  in  which  she  con- 
sidered all  questions  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God."  She 
reconciled  many  people  to  each  other ;  she  saved  many  young 
men,  who  opened  to  her  their  hearts  and  confided  to  her  their 
moral  difficulties.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a'  young 
engineer,  who  serves  God  now,  and  who  writes :  "She  was  to 
me  a  very  dear  mother  and  friend.  She  saved  me  from  the 
abyss  during  the  first  years  I  was  at  Lille.  She  always 
directed  our  hearts  and  our  looks  above  and  she  forces  us  still 
to  raise  our  eyes,  that  we  may  still  see  her !" 

She  was  remarkable  for  the  close  union  of  good  sense  and 
clear  judgment,  with  great  spiritual  fervor.  She  had  natural 
gifts,  but  they  were  sanctified  by  divine  grace.  She  was  con- 
verted when  she  was  young,  through  her  Sunday-school 
teacher,  and  she  at  once  consecrated  her  life  to  God,  not  losing 
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a  moment !  Her  brilliant  intellect  which  could  so  easily  have 
become  mocking  or  caustic  was  never  unkind.  She  "loved 
much,"  and  that  was  the  secret  of  her  spiritual  power.  She 
said  to  me  once,  after  succeeding  in  saving  a  young  man  from 
a  temptation  which  fascinated  him,  "I  have  only  been  able 
to  help  those  whom  I  have  deeply  loved."  A  pastor  friend, 
whose  letter  I  have  just  opened,  tells  me  that  at  the  begin- 
ning of  our  ministry  he  remembers  we  attended  a  public  meet- 
ing where  the  audience  had  anti-religious  ideas  and  hissed  the 
speakers.  As  we  came  out  together,  Mme  Nick  said  to  me : 
"Oh,  if  we  could  only  make  them  understand  how  much  we 
love  them  !"  "Since  that  night,"  he  writes,  "I  have  loved  and 
honored  Mme  Nick,  and  I  have  always  considered  it  as  a 
privilege  to  meet  and  work  with  her." 

My  dear  wife  appreciated  deeply  the  aid  you  have  given 
and  are  still  giving  to  Fives-Lille,  and  a  few  days  before  she 
died,  she,  who  thought  of  everything,  advised  me  to  write  to 
you  and  give  you  news  of  the  work  at  Fives,  and  of  our 
soldiers. 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  better  how  each  deed  of  my  wife 
was  an  act  of  grace !  As  a  young  girl,  as  soon  as  she  was  con- 
verted, she  did  not  lose  an  instant.  Even  when  tired,  she 
would  go  upstairs  to  see  that  not  the  least  little  object  was 
left  out  of  place.  At  one  time  the  fear  of  sinning  was  so  great 
with  her  that  she  lost  appetite  and  sleep.  I  also  want  to  ask 
if  you  Christian  women  of  Boston  would  not  wish  to  aid  in 
founding  a  society  to  publish  good.  Christian  and  interesting 
tracts.  This  would  be  one  of  the  best  ways  of  helping  after 
the  war,  and  even  now  in  strengthening  the  moral  and  spiritual 
life  of  France.* 

Many  Christians,  capable  of  shining,  have  been  killed. 
We  must  make  up  for  their  loss,  which  will  be  cruelly  felt,  by 
multiplying  the  printed  word.  Mme  Nick  agreed  thoroughly 
with  this  view.  But  we  do  not  want  indifferent  tracts,  only 
those  well  thought  out  and  well  expressed,  having  power, 
written  by  men  of  weight  and  courage.    Pastor  Diirrleman, 

*  It  is  pleasant  to  report  that  a  fund  for  this  purpose  has,  for  the 
present,  been  provided  by  the  Boston  Auxiliary,  as  a  memorial  to 
Mme  Nick. 


Pastor  Nick  to  the  Boston  Auxiliary 


who  is  perhaps  the  preacher  who  knows  best  how  to  speak  to 
all  classes,  the  cultivated  and  the  common  people,  and  who  is 
the  son  of  the  old  worker  in  the  McAll  Mission  at  Rocheford, 
has  written  some  of  these  little  books,  which  would  help  to 
make  more  beautiful  the  France  of  tomorrow. 

Will  you  join  in  this  enterprise? 

Receive  the  expression  of  my  profound  respect, 

Henri  Nick. 

Death  of  Mme  Nick 
The  Board  of  the  American  McAll  Association,  on  hear- 
ing the  sad  news  of  the  death  on  January  4th  of  Mme 
Helene  Legues  Nick,  wife  of  the  beloved  Pastor  Nick,  at  once 
sent  to  him  a  letter  of  love  and  sympathy. 

That  widely-circulated  religious  weekly,  The  Continent 
(Presbyterian),  carries  in  its  issue  of  January  11th  a  picture 
of  Chaplain  Nick,  with  a  brief  account  of  the  feat  which 
gained  for  him  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  an  eulogy  of  his 
bravery  in  bringing  water  to  the  wounded  under  bombard- 
ment, as  our  readers  have  already  learned.  The  following 
issue  (January  18th)  contains  an  appeal  for  relief  through 
the  Mission,  from  which  we  quote : 

The  stations  of  the  McAll  Mission  in  France  have  added  to  their 
work  in  a  variety  of  ways  since  the  opening  of  the  war,  and  in  many 
places  are  becoming  community  centers.  At  Rouen  the  women  of  the 
neighborhood  banded  together  and  closed  fifty  saloons,  and  the  sym- 
pathy and  spiritual  comfort  which  the  mission  stood  for  so  attracted 
the  people  that  the  station  has  been  turned  into  a  regular  concentra- 
tion point  for  municipal  and  civic  welfare.  The  McAll  directors 
throughout  the  country  have  naturally  turned  largely  to  relief  work, 
with  workrooms  for  destitute  women  and  girls,  soup  kitchens,  hos- 
pital accommodations  for  the  wounded  and  food  and  clothing  distribu- 
tion. Practically  all  of  the  regular  activities  of  the  stations  are  in 
operation,  except  the  meetings  in  which  men  took  part.  These  have 
stopped  because  most  of  the  men  are  away  at  the  front. 

In  order  to  keep  these  places  of  spiritual  and  physical  comfort 
•open  for  the  coming  winter,  American  friends  are  again  called  upon. 
In  the  past  year  many  scores  of  boxes  have  been  forwarded  to  Paris 
for  the  work,  but  the  high  cost  of  living  and  the  industrial  paralysis 
make  the  need  for  assistance  greater  than  ever. 

The  address  of  the  War  Relief  Committee  follows. 
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BROTHERLY  LOVE  IN  NICE 

Arnold  Malan 

Oiir  meetings  during  the  winter  were  all  good.  The  visit 
of  our  director,  M.  Guex,  and  the  success  of  the  usual  All 
Saints'  Day  gathering  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Chateau  were 
prophetic  of  a  fruitful  campaign.  Never  have  we  had  so  much 
public  notice  as  this  year  (1916).  Our  Thursday  gatherings 
have  been  attended  by  more  than  the  usual  number  of  auditors, 
and  Sunday  evenings  our  hall  is  always  filled ;  in  fact,  on  not  a 
few  occasions  has  proved  to  be  too  small. 

Without  losing  sight  of  the  supreme  purpose  of  our  work, 
namely,  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  salvation,  we  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  unusual  war  conditions  and  of  the  presence 
of  men  from  the  allied  nations  to  discuss  in  fifteen  conferences 
not  politics,  but  geography,  history,  psychology,  biography, 
literature,  all  of  which  subjects  have  contributed  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  simple  Gospel  message.  Of  course,  meetings 
of  this  sort  entail  no  little  additional  work,  but  we  have  found 
our  reward  in  the  results  obtained.  Despite  the  ignorance,  not 
to  say  hostility  toward  Protestantism  on  the  part  of  many  in 
this  foreign  clientele,  many  persons  whom  we  should  never 
have  dreamed  of  being  able  to  get  hold  of  otherwise  have  yet 
come  and  come  again  with  a  marked  interest. 

For  example,  a  pronounced  sceptic,  who  had  expressed 
without  reservation  his  disapproval  of  all  religious  things, 
has  been  present  every  Sunday  with  his  family  and  listened" 
with  marked  attention. 

The  success  of  our  Sunday  evening  meetings  has  been 
due  in  good  part  to  the  co-operation  of  many  friends,  who, 
with  a  kindness  for  which  we  are  most  grateful,  have  come 
to  our  aid.  National  hymns,  patriotic  and  religious  songs, 
harmonium,  'cello,  recitations — nothing  has  been  lacking.  In 
addition  to  Pastor  Guex,  whose  visit  left  a  most  pleasant 
memory,  Pastors  Bost  and  Rivoir,  of  Nice,  and  Aonio  Malan, 
of  Menton,  have  also  spoken  in  our  hall.  One  Thursday 
evening  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents — one  of  those  floods 
which  do  not  last  long  but  which  once  in  a  while  visit  Nice. 
At  such  a  time  no  one  goes  out  unless  under  an  imperious 
necessity.    Our  meeting  that  night  was  attended  by  just  ten 
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people,  among  whom  two  men  of  a  very  striking  foreign  coun- 
tenance. We  exchanged  a  few  words  as  they  left  and  one  of 
them  gave  me  his  card,  on  which  I  read,  "Deputy  of  the  Royal 
Parliament  of  Serbia."  We  were  sorry  that  they  should  have 
happened  to  come  on  a  night  when  there  were  so  few  present, 
but  they  returned  the  following  Sunday  when  the  hall  was  so 
full  that  we  could  not  even  find  chairs  for  them  to  sit  on. 
From  that  time  they  have  attended  all  our  meetings. 

Following  one  of  the  meetings  upon  "The  Allied  Nations," 
having  announced  that  Serbia  would  be  the  subject  at  the  fol- 
lowing meeting,  one  of  these  men  said  to  me,  "We  will  have 
fifty  Serbian  Deputies  present,"  and  they  came  in  just  about 
that  number  and  listened  most  attentively.  In  addition  to 
the  general  discussion  there  were  some  words  of  sympathy  and 
hope  spoken  by  Pastors  Bost,  Rivoir  and  Malan.  One  of  the 
Deputies,  a  Professor  of  the  University  of  Belgrade,  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues,  expressed  their  hearty  thanks ;  the 
national  hymn  of  Serbia,  so  full  of  Christian  feeling,  was  sung 
in  French  by  Mme  Malan  and  then  in  Serbian  by  all  the  Serbs 
present,  and  was  listened  to  with  profound  emotion.  Our 
guests  then  asked  that  we  might  sing  the  Marseillaise  and  the 
Russian  national  anthem,  and,  before  we  had  finished,  the 
Belgian,  English  and  Italian  hymns  were  also  sung.  In  other 
words,  a  most  blessed  evening,  in  which  the  spirit  of  brother- 
hood was  inspired  by  the  breath  of  the  Most  High. 

The  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  Serbia,  hav- 
ing another  imperative  engagement,  was  not  able  to  be  present, 
but  a  few  days  after  I  received  from  him  the  following  letter : 

Dear  Sir  : 

In  the  name  of  my  Serbian  colleagues,  I  have  the  honor  to  thank 
you  for  your  kindness  as  well  as  that  of  the  other  pastors  or  colleagues 
for  the  delightful  way  in  which  you  received  us  and  which  touches 
our  hearts  deeply.  Kindly  express  also  to  Mme  Malan  our  gratitude 
and  appreciation. 

In  all  esteem 

(Signed)    Costa  Soianovitch 
President  Serbian  Chamber  of  Deputies 

Yacha  M.  Prodanovitch 
President  Club  of  Serbian  Deputies 
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Our  school  is  going  on  as  well  as  it  can  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, but  the  American  cards  and  pictures  are  lacking, 
and  it  will  be  a  joy  to  all  our  children  when  they  are  once 
again  forthcoming. 

Mothers'  Meetings  have  been  progressing  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  Mme  Malan  is  busy  at  the  Grand  Hotel  hospital.  A 
fine  spirit  pervades  these  gatherings  and  much  good  has  beeri 
done  by  it. 

Visits  to  the  soldiers  continue  to  occupy  a  considerable 
part  of  my  time,  as  well  as  correspondence  in  connection  with 
the  military  barracks  at  Nice.  An  unknown  soldier  came  to 
me  one  day  to  ask  for  a  Bible,  which  was,  of  course,  imme- 
diately given  to  him. 

We  have  taken  advantage  of  our  windows  to  advertise 
ourselves.  People  often  stop  and  read  "The  Almanach  of  the 
War."  Anti-alcoholic  posters,  the  Bible,  papers  and  pictures 
are  on  exhibit  for  passers-by. 

We  conducted  in  our  hall  a  funeral  service  in  most  unusual 
circumstances.  The  deceased  was  a  woman  converted  in  our 
hall,  born  a  Catholic  and  who  had  never  united  with  any 
Protestant  Church  in  the  city.  The  Mission  Hall  was  her 
"home."  A  victim  of  rheumatism,  walking  with  greatest  dif- 
ficulty, she  made  her  way  to  the  hall  with  the  aid  of  a  cane  and 
was  never  absent  from  any  of  our  meetings.  The  parish  priest 
importuned  her  to  return  to  the  "faith,"  but  she  obstinately 
refused.  Often  she  told  me  of  her  disputes  with  the  priest, 
adding,  "It  is  through  the  Mission  that  I  have  learned  the 
Gospel  and  I  wish  the  Mission  should  bury  me."  She  died  sud- 
denly, in  poverty  but  in  possession  of  "the  pearl  of  great 
price."  In  view  of  her  formerly  expressed  desire  that  the 
Mission  should  bury  her,  we  could  not  well  decline.  I  sought 
M.  Bost,  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church,  who  took  charge  of 
the  liturgical  part  of  the  service.  I  made  an  address  and 
accompanied  the  remains  of  our  sister  to  the  cemetery.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  corner  for  the  poor,  but  in  possession  of 
imperishable  riches.  Her  favorite  hymn  was  "Just  as  I  am, 
without  one  plea."  The  Lord  has  taken  her,  and  her  suffer- 
ings are  over.  She  was  well-known  in  the  neighborhood  and 
an  immense  crowd  was  present  at  her  burial.  The  hall  was  too 
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small  to  accommodate  all  that  came.  This  was  truly  a  unique 
opportiuiity  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  the  Saviour.  A 
number  of  Catholics  who  had  never  been  present  at  the  Prot- 
estant service  were  there,  and  this  was  at  least  a  revelation 
for  one  fine  old  woman,  brought  uj)  in  a  convent  and  who 
exclaimed,  "My,  but  your  religion  is  beautiful !  So,  indeed, 
is  ours,  since  we  are  both  for  the  same  God.  But  yours  goes 
to  the  heart."   

LA  BONNE  NOUVELLE 
Rev.  Henri  Guex 

This  "floating  chapel"  is  carrying  on  a  campaign  along  the 
Canal  du  Centre,  in  the  localities  where  she  stopped  five  years 
ago.  We  thought  best  to  return  to  these  towns  where  we  were 
already  known  for  two  reasons  :  First,  because  evangelization 
is  particularly  difficult  in  the  rural  districts,  where  the  absence 
of  the  men  obliges  the  women  and  children  to  do  their  work 
and  where  the  population,  more  under  the  control  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  than  in  the  cities,  is  discouraged  from  attending 
our  meetings  by  the  calumnies  which  are  so  easily  circulated 
and  believed  in  a  time  of  war.  For  example,  they  will  say, 
"They  are  spies,"  "Whoever  says  Protestant  says  German." 
We  therefore  start  our  meetings  with  a  little  nucleus  of  friends, 
who  seem  happy  to  have  the  boat  with  them  again.  Then  it  is 
very  difficult  to  get  speakers,  for  so  many  pastors  and  evangel- 
ists are  in  the  army.  Those  who  have  not  gone  to  the  front, 
being  no  longer  young,  are  naturally  overwhelmed  with  work 
and  are  thus  less  easily  secured.  For  several  months  we  have 
kept  the  boat  within  reach  of  Pastor  Gambier,  of  Dijon,  and  of 
Pastor  Fleury,  a  former  member  of  the  Mission,  and  now 
settled  at  Montceau-les-Mines. 

At  the  present  moment  (December,  1916)  the  boat  is  at 
Saint  Berain.  "Our  audience  never  passes  thirty,"  writes  M. 
Dautry,  "but  the  little  group  which  thus  remains  faithful  to 
us  is  a  very  interesting  one."  The  boat  will  remain  until 
Christmas  and  it  is  at  St.  Berain  that  we  shall  light  our  little 
Christmas  tree  first  and  then  carry  it  to  Ecuisses,  where  we 
shall  relight  it  to  inaugurate  our  meetings  there.  From  there  it 
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will  be  taken  to  Montceau-les-Mines,  where  we  were  not  able 
to  stop  on  our  last  trip  through  this  part  of  the  country.  At 
Montceau  there  is  a  very  important  mining  population  just 
now  increased  in  size  by  refugees  from  the  North.  We  shall 
have  to  organize  our  work  with  care  and  under  the  direction  of 
competent  men,  evangelists  familiar  with  the  spirit  of  the 
people.  I  was  hoping  that  M.  Nick  would  be  able  to  go  to 
Montceau  during  his  convalescence,  but  he  has  already  re- 
turned to  the  front,  although  he  has  not  yet  regained  the  use 
of  his  injured  arm.  And  so  in  organizing  this  campaign,  I 
feel  very  much  like  the  cook  who  would  like  to  make  an 
omelette,  but  is  short  of  eggs. 

May  He  who  multiplied  the  oil  in  the  widow's  cruse,  mul- 
tiply also  the  spiritual  and  physical  capacities  of  the  Mission's 
workers !  

A  WORD 

Mary  L.  D.  Macfarland 
[President  of  the  Washington  Auxiliary.'] 

There  is  a  word  that  lights  my  spirit's  fire. 

That  opens  wide  the  doorway  of  my  heart, 
Floods  the  sluices  of  my  tears  to  overflow ; 

A  word  now  of  my  very  core  a  part! 
Yet,  strangely  once  did  I  misjudge 

The  inner  meaning  of  that  brilliant  word. 
Its  sacred  content  could  not  sense ; 

Nor  ever  its  exalting  music  heard. 

Today,  for  knightly  deeds  of  sacrifice, 

I  see  it  set  men's  souls  aflame 
And  lift  them  up,  a  beacon  high. 

Earth's  wandering  ideals  to  reclaim. 
Word  like  a  sun!   To  relume  Thought 

And  all  its  nobler  values  more  enhance : 
Shall  then  lips  that  it  so  lightly  spoke 

Dare  name  it  now,  the  brave  word  France! 

— The  Sunday  Star,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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NOTES  FROM  NANTES 

Emmanuel  Chastand 

L.  is  the  type  of  French  working  man  who,  disgusted  with 
Catholicism,  the  only  form  of  religion  which  he  knows,  gives 
himself  up  to  atheism,  anarchy  or,  to  say  the  least,  anti- 
religious  socialism.  Born  at  Nantes,  the  mobilization  brought 
him  here  from  Lisbon,  where  he  was  working  as  a  draftsman. 
His  wife  and  daughters  followed  him  to  his  native  city.  He 
is  a  serious  and  sober  man.  His  break  with  the  church,  and  in 
consequence  with  all  faith,  was,  on  his  part,  an  act  of  absolute 
sincerity.  His  idea  of  divinity  was  too  lofty  to  be  located  in 
the  God  of  Rome,  who  traffics  in  human  pardons  and  gives 
himself  up  so  utterly  to  political  ambition.  So  many  seek  in 
their  unbelief  a  mere  excuse  for  their  immorality  and  throw  off 
their  faith  only  because  of  the  moral  restraint  it  imposes,  that 
it  is  really  worth  while  to  note  the  elevated  motive  which  led 
L.  into  the  militant  free-thinking  camp.  He  has  brought  up 
his  two  daughters  most  correctly,  having  composed  for  them 
a  catechism  drawn  from  the  teachings  of  the  philosophers  and 
moralists.  Moreover,  he  realized,  without  being  able  to  tell 
just  why,  that  he  had  never  suppressed  a  word  of  God  in  the 
literary  morsels  that  he  had  copied  out  for  his  children.  He 
is  an  assiduous  reader  of  Gorky,  Tolstoy,  Kropotkin,  S.  Faure, 
Buchner,  Haeckel,  etc.,  and  the  theoretical  anarchists  whose 
Utopian  ideas  led  him  astray.  These  men  were,  he  said,  his 
prophets.  When  he  had  any  doubt  as  to  the  validity  of  his 
materialistic  faith,  he  plunged  again  into  the  reading  of  these 
"prophets." 

Brought  back  to  Nantes  by  the  mobilization,  he  settled  in 
the  quarter  near  the  Fraternite.  He  heard  about  the  meetings 
held  there  and  his  restless  and  curious  spirit  led  him  to  come 
to  hear  me.  "This  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  anybody 
speak  as  you  do,"  he  said,  "but  it  will  not  be  the  last.  I  am 
seeking  the  truth  and  I  shall  be  back."  Such  is  the  effect  of 
some  four  months  that  he  has  been  attending  our  meetings. 
At  his  factory  he  gave  the  invitation  to  his  comrades  to  come 
with  him.  "Come  with  me,"  he  told  them ;  "you  have  never 
heard  anybody  speak  like  these  men,  who  tell  you  of  a  God 
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without  priests  and  who  preach  an  utterly  disinterested  re- 
ligion." Three  of  his  friends  came,  two  of  whom  have  con- 
tinued to  come  regularly.  He  would  have  been  glad  to  bring 
many  others  and  often  invited  others,  but  as  he  said,  "It  is 
disgusting.  They  are  utterly  devoid  of  ideals."  Never,  he 
told  me,  has  anyone  mocked  him  for  speaking  of  the  Gospel 
when  he  was  distributing  leaflets.  For  those  who  know  the 
atmosphere  of  the  working  classes,  this  word  is  an  undisput- 
able  proof  of  his  irreproachable  conduct,  for  the  working  man 
detests  nobody  so  much  as  the  hypocrite  preacher. 

He  organized  in  his  factory  a  fund  for  which  he  appealed 
to  the  mayor  on  behalf  of  the  soldier  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternite  at  the  front.  He  got  the  idea  from  one  of  our  prayer- 
meetings,  at  which  some  letters  from  our  friends  in  the 
trenches  were  read.  Finally,  in  the  course  of  a  discussion  in 
the  open  factory,  he  confessed  his  faith  in  Protestant  Chris- 
tianity, scarcely  three  months  after  he  had  told  me  that  he 
did  not  believe  in  God.  Surely  this  is  sufficiently  rapid  progress 
and  it  is  one  of  those  many  cases  in  which  the  word  of  the 
Master  is  verified :  '^Tii  ne  me  chercherais  pas  si  tu  ne  m'avait 
deja  trouve."  *  He  has  learned  to  pray,  although  only  a  few 
weeks  since  he  told  me  that  he  felt  no  need  of  prayer.  Prayer 
still  seems  to  him  strange,  but  he  adds :  "I  shall  keep  on  pray- 
ing until  my  prayer  is  answered." 

He  is  now  rendering  daily  testimony  to  the  Gospel.  Both 
his  daughters  have  joined  him  in  the  way  of  life,  and  all  three 
come  regularly  to  the  Protestant  service.  Last  week  he  gave  a 
lecture  for  our  young  people's  union  on  the  subject  of  Portugal. 
I  am  sure  he  will  prove  to  be  a  valuable  helper  for  the 
Reformed  Church  of  Lisbon,  when,  after  the  war,  he  shall 
return  home.  All  those  who  meet  M.  L.  are  struck  by  the 
change  in  his  countenance,  but  "I  am  happy  now,"  he  loves  to 
answer. 

When  one  sees  under  the  features  of  this  person  the 
French  working-man,  who  is  fairly  groaning  in  incredulity 
and  moral  disquiet,  one  cannot  but  say  that  that  which  has  been 
accomplished  in  him  must  be  done  for  the  innumerable  French 

*  The  quotation  is  from  Pascal :  "Thou  wouldst  not  seek  me  if  thou 
hadst  not  already  found  me." — Editor. 
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working-men,  who,  driven  by  their  incredulity  out  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  remind  one  of  a  vast  flock  without  a  shep- 
herd.   May  the  hearts  of  all  be  moved  on  their  behalf. 

Since  the  first  of  November  our  Fraternite  is  again  en- 
tirely at  our  own  disposal.  The  auditorium  is  once  more 
emptied  of  beds  and  convalescents.  The  children  have  also 
again  taken  possession  of  their  playground  with  great  joy, 
and  next  week  when  the  last  process  of  disinfection  is  over, 
we  shall  begin  the  Thursday  school  in  our  hall.  Our  Frater- 
nite has  not,  indeed,  been  useless  during  the  war.  It  has 
healed  and  comforted  innumerable  soldiers  and  given  birth 
to  a  school  for  the  re-education  of  the  mutilated.  I  have  had 
an  unusual  opportunity  to  make  our  work  known  in  the  life 
of  our  city,  and  this  fact  has  contributed  to  increase  popular 
sympathy  with  us.  I  know  that  the  essential  thing  is  that  the 
Master  should  approve  what  we  do,  but  I  also  feel  that  we 
cannot  afford  to  neglect  any  efifort  whose  result  may  be  to 
make  the  Master's  name  better  known  and  loved  among  our 
people.  Our  school  is  going  forward  encouragingly  and  all 
the  w^heels  turning.  Our  cantine  continues  to  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated both  by  our  children  and  their  parents.  I  hope  soon  to 
re-establish  our  Sunday-school.  Our  young  people's  meetings 
for  boys  and  girls  are  giving  us  much  encouragement. 

P.  S.  by  M.  Guex : 

In  order  to  understand  this  letter  of  M.  Chastand.  you 
ought  to  know  that  the  little  training  school  for  the  re-educa- 
tion of  mutilated  men  which  M.  Chastand  had  organized  in 
the  Fraternite  has  been  transferred  by  the  municipality  into  a 
large  building,  an  old  convent,  and  that  the  work  has  grown 
to  such  large  proportions  that  the  municipality  has  asked  M. 
Chastand  for  the  present  to  become  its  director.  He  has 
promised  me  a  little  later  to  turn  this  work  over  to  another 
and  set  the  Nantes  Fraternite  going  again  as  in  normal  times. 

The  Religious  Instruction  Course  of  Rouen  was  born  of 
the  need  which  some  of  our  auditors  felt  for  methodical 
instruction,  especially  in  the  way  of  lessons  of  Christian  truth. 
This  year's  course  is  the  third  we  have  organized  in  seven 
years,  with  twelve  attendants,  a  total  of  thirty-eight  all  told. 
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THE  CHAPLAIN  OF  THE  FLEET  AT  BIZERTE 

Rev.  Georges  Gallienne 

Here  are  some  details  about  our  soldiers'  and  sailors'  salle 
at  Bizerte.  Rented  by  some  Swedish  women  for  a  Bible  depot, 
the  place  serves  also  for  popular  meetings.  A  little  while  after 
my  arrival  I  was  holding  two  meetings  a  week,  with  the  help 
of  Messrs.  Bonnet  and  Boissier,  the  latter  a  lay-preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Caveirac.  M.  Boissier  desired  to  act  as 
doorkeeper,  which  he  did  most  successfully.  I  wish  we  had 
equally  capable  men  for  such  service  in  all  our  halls.  M.  Bon- 
net took  charge  of  the  Thursday  meetings  and  I  of  those  on 
Sunday. 

Since  June  first  we  have  opened  the  hall  every  day.  I 
purchased  a  dozen  more  chairs,  two  flags  for  decoration,  two 
tables  and  two  rugs.  Every  day  the  salle  is  frequented  by 
Zouaves,  artillerymen,  African  cavalry  men  and  sailors.  They 
read  the  illustrated  papers,  play  at  checkers  or  dominoes  and 
write  their  letters.  I  have  already  had  some  most  interesting 
conversations  with  some  Alsatians,  one  of  these  a  professor  at 
Paris  and  utterly  ignorant  of  Protestantism.  We  have  also  in 
the  hall  an  associates'  prayer-meeting,  yesterday's  meeting  in 
particular  having  been  of  unusual  interest.  We  spoke  of  the 
supreme  purpose  of  our  gatherings,  namely,  the  conversion  of 
souls,  and  each  recounted  experiences  which  had  led  to  his 
own  individual  conversion.  A  Jewish  girl,  for  the  moment  at 
Bizerte,  and  en  route  to  England,  where  she  is  going  to  pre- 
pare herself  to  become  a  missionary,  recited  the  struggles  and 
persecutions  she  had  suffered  from  her  own  family.  A  ser- 
geant of  sharpshooters,  originally  a  "Plymouth  Brother,"  told 
us  also  of  his  experiences.  Such  meetings  bring  us  closer 
together  and  help  us  in  preparing  for  the  evangelical  gatherings 
of  the  week.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  told  you  of  a 
sailor  here  by  the  name  of  Rolland,  a  convert  of  the  Frater- 
nite  at  Nantes.  I  made  his  acquaintance  shortly  and  found 
him  a  most  interesting  man.  Thanks  to  him  I  have  been  able 
to  induce  a  number  of  other  men  from  the  fleet  to  read  the 
New  Testament,  and  to  approach  men  whom  I  should  not  have 
been  able  to  get  hold  of  otherwise.    You  see  that  wherever 
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my  work  takes  me,  I  reap  the  harvest  which  others  have  sown 
in  different  branches  of  the  Mission. 

November  29,  1916. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  the  Mission  Popidaire  which  en- 
ables us  to  gather  at  our  evangelical  hall  for  religious  meetings 
and  for  comradeship  in  our  more  intimate  sessions.  Since 
my  return  our  evangelical  meetings  have  taken  a  most  encour- 
aging turn.  The  hall  is  filled  twice  a  week,  both  Sundays  and 
Thursdays.  Just  now  it  is  the  men  from  the  "Gallia"  who 
constitute  the  nucleus  of  our  auditors.  They  are  for  the  most 
part  territorials  from  the  camp  at  Paris.  Many  have  come 
luider  most  serious  impressions. 

My  marines  give  me  also  much  encouragement.  I  have 
given  over  to  them  half  of  my  apartment.  It  was  they  who 
decorated  the  hall  and  made  out  of  boxes  some  of  our  fur- 
niture. We  welcome  to  the  Fraternite  not  only  Protestants, 
but  also  Catholics  and  Free-thinkers.  These  now  frequent 
our  meetings  and  are  beginning  to  understand  the  Gospel. 
Thanks  to  some  special  gifts,  I  have  also  been  able  to  create 
a  circulating  library. 

December  6,  1916. 
I  hsid  occasion  to  speak  of  our  Fraternite  to  Admiral 
G.,  who  has  given  his  entire  approbation  to  our  project,  and 
has  even  accepted  the  position  of  honorary  president  and  sent 
me  a  subscription.  He  will  come  in  person  to  preside  at  our 
Christmas  fete.  By  making  some  shifts  of  furniture,  I  can 
now  seat  in  our  hall  more  than  a  hundred  persons.  We  are 
at  this  moment  preparing  a  program  and  I  am  asking  God  to 
bless  this  coming  fete.  I  am  particularly  happy  over  the  sup- 
port given  by  the  Admiral  for  that  will  act  as  a  very  great 
encouragement  to  our  Protestant  sailors,  who  are  for  the  most 
part  rather  timid  in  such  matters.  I  have  the  firm  belief  that 
the  work  of  evangelization  which  we  are  doing  among  our 
sailors  and  soldiers  will  bear  much  fruit  after  the  war. 

The  evangelical  motive  inspires  all  that  we  do  that  is 
beautiful  and  good  in  Rouen,  and  that  which  most  astonishes 
us  is  the  involuntary  blindness  of  those  who  really  try  to  help 
others  and  yet  do  not  know  that  without  the  Gospel  there 
would  be  no  fruit-bearing,  permanent  seed. 


20 


The  American  McAll  Record 


THE  SOLDIERS'  FOYERS 

By  The  Director 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  Mission  is  trying  to  do 
everything  it  can  for  the  soldiers.  To  our  former  boys  or 
young  men  who  are  at  the  front,  or  are  prisoners,  we  send 
boxes  of  food  and  clothes.  Thus  we  recently  learned  of  three 
prisoners  in  the  same  concentration  camp  in  Germany  who 
had  been  regular  attendants  on  Pastor  Hirsch's  preaching  at 
the  Bonne  Nouvclle  hall,  and  we  were  able  to  send  to  them  a 
box  of  food,  of  which  they  were  very  much  in  need. 

Everywhere  in  our  halls  we  are  occupied  with  the  soldiers 
whom  we  are  able  to  reach  where  they  are  stationed  momen- 
tarily in  their  depots,  or  the  wounded  and  convalescents.  We 
distribute  to  them  Gospels  and  tracts  and  keep  up  a  corres- 
pondence. At  Paris  Pastor  Anderson  gives  out  Gospels  around 
the  Gave  de  I'Est  where  there  are  always  many  soldiers.  In 
two  months  he  has  distributed  30,000.  True,  he  is  not  always 
welcomed,  but  he  never  stops  because  of  a  refusal. 

At  Marseilles,  where  we  have  been  able  to  open  a  large 
and  beautiful  place  especially  for  soldiers,  we  have  had  the 
joy  of  seeing  them  come  in  large  numbers  to  take  advantage 
of  our  hospitality,  which  includes  letter  paper,  newspapers, 
books,  magazines,  tea  and  cofifee.  I  almost  forgot  the  piano, 
which  is  particularly  appreciated  by  the  malgaches  (Mala- 
gasy, from  Madagascar)  soldiers,  who  endeavor  to  find  their 
own  familiar  hymns.  M.  Neboit,  our  evangelist  of  the 
Semeuse  du  Nord,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Soldiers'  Foyer, 
tries  to  exert  a  moral  and  religious  influence  upon  all  with 
whom  he  has  conversation. 

At  Rouen  we  are  co-operating  with  the  work  of  the  local 
Foyer  du  Soldat,  in  order  to  be  permitted  to  maintain  one  at 
the  Solidaritc,  which  is  itself  more  or  less  of  a  barracks. 
M.  Vautrin  is  most  happy  to  be  able  to  take  as  much  interest 
as  he  does  in  the  life  of  the  soldiers,  for  he  himself  has  a  son 
in  the  army. 

Finally,  the  Mission  has  been  happy  to  furnish  two  men 
to  the  work  of  the  Foyer  du  Soldat,  originated  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  by  M.  Emmanuel  Sautter,  one  of  the  General 
Secretaries  of  the  International  Committee  of  the  Christian 
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Endeavor  Societies,  himself  a  son  of  M.  Louis  Sautter,  the 
former  honorary  president  of  the  Mission  Popnlaire.  This 
work,  now  well  developed,  organizes  foyers  even  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  first  trench  lines.  It  is  not  without  difficulty 
that  we  find  men  qualified  to  flirect  these  foyers,  but  the  mili- 
tary authorities  have  ruled  that  men  employed  in  the  auxiliary 
service  of  the  army  may  be  had  for  this  service  on  demand. 
I  have  assigned  to  M.  Sautter  two  of  these  auxiliary  soldiers, 
namely,  M.  Brochet,  formerly  evangelist  of  Le  Bon  Messager, 
and  M.  Carles,  of  Marseilles,  whose  wife  is  one  of  our  Bible- 
readers  there  and  who  presides  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Blue 
Cross  held  in  our  Qiiai  du  Port  salle.  They  have  gone  to  two 
points  at  the  front  where  the  fighting  has  been  unusually 
heavy.   

FAUBOURG  ST.  ANTOINE 

Rev.  C.  E.  Greig 
A  certain  Hebrew  family  having  some  little  money  came 
from  Galata  to  Marseilles  before  the  War  broke  out ;  thence 
to  Paris,  where  the  father  had  been  able  to  establish  a  little 
trade  as  seller  of  stuffs  in  the  environs.  Last  year  the  boy 
(there  are  two  girls  and  a  boy  in  the  family)  of  the  name 
of  Isaac  had  found  his  way  to  the  hall,  and  was  remarked  by 
his  good  behavior.  This  year  he  brought  his  two  sisters  and 
a  friend,  as  dreamy  and  mystical  as  he  is  modern  and  practical. 
Very  religious,  like  true  Israelites,  with  wide  sympathies  and 
pleasing  manners,  they  soon  gained  our  interest  and  affection, 
and  they  now  consider  themselves  as  pillars  of  the  conference. 
It  is  too  soon  to  say  more  of  these  most  interesting  scholars, 
but  their  presence  itself  is  enough  to  give  the  school  a  good 
tone. 

The  work  among  the  young  women  and  girls  is  most 
prosperous,  thanks  to  the  aptitude  and  to  the  perseverence  of 
my  helper,  Mile  Raimond.  It  is  among  these  that  the  most 
marked  cases  of  conversion  have  occurred  of  late.  Not  sud- 
den conversion,  but  rather  the  fruition  of  long-continued  and 
slowly  developing  work  in  their  hearts.  The  earnest  words 
of  a  teacher,  the  death  of  a  young  brother,  the  War,  and  then 
the  parting  from  a  friend  of  many  years  for  the  army — for 
whom  there  was  a  deeper  attachment  than  was  realized  before 
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— all  that,  and  perhaps  other  circumstances,  that  I  know  not 
of,  led  one  to  the  feet  of  the  Saviour,  who  raised  her  up. 
saying:  "Be  of  good  cheer,  my  daughter,  thy  faith  hath  saved 
thee,  go  in  peace."  Since  then  the  change  in  her  has  been  sa 
marked  that  her  Christian  friends  who  were  not  in  her  full 
confidence  wondered  at  what  had  happened. 

This  group  of  young  women,  which  is  of  many  years' 
standing,  and  has  always  been  a  part  of  the  Sunday  School, 
and  always  under  the  care  of  Mile  Raimond,  has  now  become 
a  regular  branch  of  the  Y.W.C.A.  The  members  are  always 
present,  though  not  all  together,  at  the  Sunday  School,  and 
show  their  attachment  to  their  special  week-evening  meeting 
when  they  can  hardly  manage  to  cram  in  one  evening  their 
musical  studies,  their  games,  their  work  for  the  soldiers,  and 
especially- — their  talk  !   

ACTIVITIES  IN  ROUEN— J915-I9J6 

C.  Vautrin 

In  our  Rouen  mission  we  have  not,  of  course,  been  able  ta 
avoid  the  grave  circumstances  of  the  day,  but  while,  naturally, 
we  have  not  the  means  of  the  many  relief  organizations,  our 
Fraternite  has  done  what  it  could  in  the  way  of  adapting  its 
activity  to  the  needs  of  the  hour.  It  is  evident  that  religious- 
work,  strictly  so  called,  remains  the  work  of  works.  As  in 
the  past,  it  is  still  the  center  of  all  our  moral  and  social  action, 
and  it  is  useless  to  remark  that  the  heroic  struggle  toward  a 
surer  justice,  with  the  manifestations  of  kindness  toward  those 
who  suffer  in  the  tragic  events  now  taking  place,  cannot  grow 
without  the  spiritual  forces  given  by  the  Gospel  when  accepted 
and  loved. 

Thus  it  is  in  our  missionary  work,  in  which  is  manifested 
a  social  activity  so  intense  that  we  have  become  a  veritable 
beehive  with  numerous  groups  of  which  the  list  is  given  below. 
We  have  always  held  that  the  religious  spirit  makes  itself  felt 
even  down  to  our  organizations  of  relief,  where  as  everywhere 
else  the  Gospel  bears  its  blessed  fruit. 

Women's  Group.  This  group  of  recent  date,  inspired  by 
the  English  sisterhoods,  was  founded  with  twenty  members. 
Today  it  numbers  eighty.  In  this  association,  where  all  kinds- 
of  subjects  are  discussed,  it  is  the  "fraternal"  note  which  dom- 
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inates  all  the  members,  who  share  with  one  another  their  sor- 
rows, their  hopes  and  their  joys  of  life.  The  Monday  meet- 
ings always  close  with  "family  prayers,"  presided  over  by 
Mme  Vautrin,  who  directs  the  whole  movement  and  who  holds 
strictly  to  the  conviction  that  this  phase  of  our  activity  can  in 
no  way  militate  against  our  supreme  object,  namely,  to  be 
above  everything  else  an  echo  of  the  voice  of  Christ  in  human 
souls.  It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  life  of  this  group 
consists  only  in  friendly  sentiments  or  cordial  effusions  among 
its  members.  In  this  "fireside  of  intellectual  and  moral  Gospel 
light"  an  effort  is  made  to  develop  in  all  the  members  an 
appreciation  of  their  rights  and  their  duties ;  the  grave  ques- 
tions which  actual  events  present  to  our  tormented  souls,  and  in 
particular  the  duties  of  womanhood  in  the  case,  are  discussed — 
among  others  the  obligations  of  women  of  all  ranks  and  ages 
to  line  themselves  up  against  that  other  struggle  which  existed 
prior  to  the  war,  and  which  must  continue  always  against  the 
agents  of  social  demoralization,  namely,  alcoholism  and  im- 
morality. Here,  in  particular,  is  a  part  and  perhaps  the  most 
essential  part  of  our  program.  It  presents  nothing  very 
original,  indeed,  but  this  group  of  good-willed  women  under- 
stand that  no  work  of  a  superior  social  idealism  can  be  effi- 
ciently done  except  in  the  double  fellowship  of  God  and  kin- 
dred souls. 

Nor  is  this  all,  for  our  sisterhood  is  working  specifically 
for  others ;  first  of  all  there  are  200  refugees  for  whom  gar- 
ments have  been  washed  or  made  over;  second,  our  dear 
prisoners  of  the  invaded  regions,  for  whom  up  to  now  forty- 
five  packages  have  been  prepared  by  the  personal  oversight 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  members  of  this  Woman's  Associa- 
tion. 

Anti-Alcoholism.  Not  for  a  long  time  have  the  members 
of  our  (Blue  Cross)  temperance  society  shown  so  much  zeal. 
In  the  last  three  or  four  months  they  have  succeeded  in  clos- 
ing more  than  fifty  saloons  where  alcohol  was  still  sold  to  the 
soldiers,  notwithstanding  the  formal,  official  prohibition.  After 
many  conferences  with  the  Commanding  General  of  Rouen, 
the  Blue  Cross  determined,  assisted  by  several  other  groups  of 
the  city  and  by  the  social  and  military  authorities,  to  pursue 
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the  struggle  against  these  public  poisoners  of  our  city  and  its 
suburbs.  IVcsently  a  temperance  cafe  will  be  opened  in  an 
establishment  where  alcohol  formerly  flowed  in  streams,  and 
the  proprietress  herself  has  sincerely  declared  her  resolution 
never  again  to  sell  anything  but  hygienic  drinks.  An  anti- 
alcoholic  commission  has  been  formed,  uniting  the  good- 
will of  all  the  societies,  with  the  result  that  our  Blue  Cross, 
a  truly  religious  organization,  is  coming  to  realize  its  dream 
of  a  holy  union  against  the  alcohol  plague,  as  it  sees  its  efforts 
associated  with  those  who,  although  they  do  not  share  its 
religious  faith,  still  long  for  victory  over  the  universal  enemy. 

Soldiers'  Hearthstone.  Last  January  we  opened  our 
Foyer  du  Soldat,  where  every  day  we -receive  an  average  of 
150  visitors.  In  one  of  our  rooms,  which  is  the  best  lighted 
and  the  best  heated  and  tastefully  decorated  by  the  men  them- 
selves, they  gladly  find,  with  their  cup  of  warm  tea,  writing 
paper,  daily  papers,  illustrated  papers,  etc. 

It  is  thus  that  we  struggle  against  alcoholism  and  the 
fascination  of  evil  resorts,  and  by  putting  at  the  disposal  of 
our  soldier  visitors  tracts  and  gospels,  we  carry  out  the 
program  which  is  the  reason  for  being  of  our  Mission,  namely, 
"to  evangelize." 

Boy  Scouts.  In  our  general  work  we  have  made  a  place 
for  the  Boy  Scouts,  devoting  to  this  a  hall  quite  as  comfort- 
able as  that  of  the  Soldiers'  Fireside.  Twice  a  week  the  boys 
come  to  the  number  of  about  forty,  and  by  their  enthusiasm, 
their  youthful  zeal,  the  services  which  they  render  in  our  many 
activities  and  above  all  in  our  religious  meetings,  thev  bring 
into  our  life  an  element  which  would  surely  be  lacking  other- 
wise. 

Gymnastics.  By  means  of  our  boy  scouts,  which  is  at 
once  an  organization  for  play,  for  morals  and  for  religion,  we 
have  been  able  to  reorganize  our  former  gymnastic  society, 
which  had  already  existed  for  seven  years  and  which  even  the  "* 
present  struggle,  which  has  taken  perhaps  half  of  our  mem- 
bership to  the  front,  has  not  been  able  to  destroy.  We  still 
have  thirty  boys  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age,  over 
whom  our  influence  is  exerted  perhaps  even  more  than  ever. 
Oif  those  who  have  gone  to  the  war,  five  have  died  on  the  field 
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of  honor,  two  arc  prisoners  and  four  have  been  wounded,  all 
in  the  Champagne  offensive.  We  salute  these  noble  young 
fellows  through  whom  our  Mission  has  been  thus  honored,  and 
while  weeping  over  the  five  whom  we  shall  never  see  again,, 
we  are  confident  that  even  in  the  face  of  death  they  were  still 
mindful  of  the  word  of  life  we  had  given  them.  This  is  our 
hope  and  our  comfort. 

Social  Succor.  We  are  truly  happy  to  receive  again  this 
year  the  material  aid  so  appreciated  by  a  great  number  of  the 
families  of  the  neighborhood  and  by  many  refugees  whose 
children  to  the  number  of  150  frequent  our  Patronage.  Our 
soup  kitchen  and  our  repas  fraternel,  served  to  the  families  of 
our  children,  have  brought  comfort  to  many  whom  the  high 
cost  of  living  have  reduced  to  the  greatest  misery.  Grants  are 
altogether  inadequate  for  the  women  whom  reasons  of  health 
or  poverty  prohibit  from  increasing  their  meagre  wages  and 
often  deprive  them  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  These  are  for 
the  most  part  the  ordinary  working  women,  but  of  a  most 
extraordinary  courage,  for  one  cannot  but  recognize  the  heart- 
breaking moral  and  material  situation  of  too  many  who  through 
lack  of  work  or  weakness  of  will  have  given  themselves  up  to 
drink.  Every  Thursday  afternoon  we  bring  together  all  the 
children  and  their  families  and  for  nearly  a  half  day,  in 
familiar  talks,  we  tell  them  and  explain  the  stories  of  the 
Bible,  sing  hymns  and  usually  conclude  by  a  little  "spread,"^ 
bread  and  chocolate  or  jam,  all  of  which  enables  us  to  keep 
a  hold  on  these  little  folks,  for  whom  the  temptations  of  the 
street  are  often  so  terrible. 

THE  OUVROIR  AT  GRENELLE 
Mlle  L.  Flandrois 
Since  August,  1914,  110  people  have  been  occupied  in 
the  ouvroir.  These  workers  that  come  together  in  our  bright 
little  Salle,  come  from  various  walks  in  life :  stenographers, 
shirtmakers,  laundresses,  apprentices  in  dressmaking  and  mil- 
linery establishments,  dyers,  nurse-maids,  housewives,  flower- 
girls,  etc.,  etc.,  but  the  great  diversity  of  occupation  does  not 
deter  these  women  who  are  united  in  the  loss  of  their  usual 
bread-winners,  from  doing  at  the  ouvroir  the  same  kind  of 
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work,  just  as  the  difference  in  their  natures  and  characters 
does  not  prevent  the  best  of  harmony  among  them.  We 
try  to  avoid  too  much  talking  and  noise,  and  while  the  fingers 
are  busy  we  seek  to  interest  and  elevate  their  spirit  and  their 
hearts  by  an  appropriate  reading.  Then  for  a  little  change  we 
sing,  and  that  always  satisfies  everybody,  the  young  as  well 
as  the  old.  It  is  in  this  way  that  so  many  of  our  cantiques 
populaires  have  become  known  and  loved  by  these  young  girls, 
the  majority  of  whom  have  had  absolutely  no  religious  train- 
ing. 

We  rejoice  to  see  that  for  many  of  these  who  having  left 
us  to  take  up  more  remunerative  work  have  forgotten  us,  we 
have  on  the  other  hand  the  joy  to  see  that  for  several  the  Salle 
has  become  a  loved  home  to  which  they  are  happy  to  return. 
Some  of  them  attend  the  Sunday  afternoon  service.  Others, 
and  those  are  the  most  numerous,  come  to  the  Saturday  even- 
ing meeting  for  young  girls,  and  seem  to  be  truly  interested. 
Our  ardent  wish  is  that  our  little  society,  which  I  do  not  dare 
call  a  Christian  Union  as  yet,  may  fully  realize  its  name : 
/'  Esperance.  We  have  two  meetings  every  month  for  Biblical 
study  and  the  young  girls  who  come  to  these  are  serious  and 
attentive.    We  always  wind  up  by  prayer. 

Thank  You  I 
Rev.  Ruben  Saillens 

Sung  on  Christmas  by  hundreds  of  children  in  all  the  Paris 
McAll  halls. 

Brave  children  of  the  western  world, 

Where  Lafayette  his  flag  unfurled, 

For  all  your  love,  with  voices  strong. 

We  send  our  thanks  to  you  in  song. 

While  at  the  front  our  fathers  fight, 
And  pour  their  blood  out  for  the  right, 
Their  sufiferings  are  less  hard  to  bear, 
Since  for  their  little  ones  you  care. 
American  and  French  are  we, 
Yet  one  in  bonds  of  liberty. 
Still  may  our  conquering  flags  unite 
And  flood  the  world  with  freedom's  light. 
Paris,  December  25,  1916. 
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HOME  DEPARTMENT 

McAIl  War  Relief 

We  Are  Looking  to  You  This  Year 
1917 

The  Mission  Popttlaire  Evangelique  in  France  expects 
from  the  United  States  for  War  Relief,  $25,000. 

CABLE  RECEIVED 

Paris,  December,  1916. 
Sending   large   Christinas    donations,    all   Mission    children,  old 

women,  soldiers,  prisoners,  also  army  chaplains  

Affectionate  thanks, 

H.  GuEX. 

The  McAll  Mission  War  Relief  Fund  Committee,  No.  1 
Rue  Pierre  Levee  (XI«)  Paris,  France,  is  composed  of  French, 
English  and  Americans  under  the  supervision  of  M.  Guex,  the 
Director.  They  receive  the  American  boxes  and  distribute 
the  gifts  with  discretion  and  care.  We  are  therefore  under 
no  expense  in  having  our  war  relief  distributed. 

Our  contribution  for  War  Relief  Work  sent  to  Paris  in 
1916: 

Cash    $20,970.68 

Garments    15,050 

Generous  supplies  for  hospitals. 

Large  supplies  of  miscellaneous  articles. 

The  War  Relief  Committee,  with  headquarters  at  the 
Hotel  Ansonia,  Broadway  and  Seventy-third  Street,  New 
York  City,  holds  monthly  meetings  to  consider  ways  and  means 
"to  further  the  interest  in  America  for  our  friends  in  stricken 
France. 

Committees :  Shipments,  Publicity,  Printing  and  Sewing. 

The  Bulletin  of  this  Committee,  just  issued  for  the 
year  1916,  is  printed  according  to  the  report  sent  to  us  by  the 
American  Red  Cross  Society.  The  articles  received  are  listed 
tinder  the  Red  Cross  method. 

Friends  are  asked  to  send  donations,  so  far  as  possible, 
through  their  local  McAll  Auxiliary,  and  to  remember  to  for- 
Tvard  three  lists  as  requested  by  the  Committee. 
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Letter  from  Pastor  Henri  Guex,  Director  of  the  Mission, 
Paris : 

"Our  Relief  Work,  supported  by  the  War  Relief  Fund,  is  of  many 
kinds.  Chief  among  these  are  the  eight  workrooms  in  Paris  for 
women  and  girls,  soup  kitchens  for  our  children  of  the  Ecole  de 
Garde  at  Nantes  and  Rouen,  organized  work  for  women  at  Marseilles, 
workroom  at  Nemours,  relief  work  at  Desvres,  sending  clothing  and 
food  to  our  soldiers  and  prisoners,  distribution  of  Testaments,  pamph- 
lets and  books  to  our  prisoners  in  Germany. 

These  organized  centers  are  centers  of  practical  Christianity,  giv- 
ing work,  food,  clothing,  refuge  and  help  to  those  in  need,  irrespective 
of  creed. 

Work  for  Children 

Last  summer  we  sent  many  children  to  the  country  and  were  able 
to  ofTer  succor  to  many  co-workers  in  the  Mission  who,  because  of  the 
war,  have  come  to  grief  financially. 

In  some  cases  the  mother  wishes  to  put  her  children  into  an 
orphanage  so  as  to  be  able  to  work  to  pay  the  whole  or  part  of  their 
board.  In  other  cases  the  mother  is  too  weak  or  has  other  children 
to  care  for. 

What  we  need  is  $6  per  month  each,  either  to  put  a  child  into  an 
orphanage,  or  to  help  the  mother  to  bring  up  the  child  at  home." 

The  Board  oi  the  American  McAll  Association  have  assured 
the  Paris  Committee  that  funds  will  continue  to  be  sent  while 
the  war  lasts  and  long  afterwards  until  the  awful  suffering- 
in  northern  France  is  over.  In  reply  to  this  pledge  M.  Guex 
has  written  a  letter  full  of  gratitude  and  confidence  in 
America's  generosity,  and  giving  details  of  the  distribution, 
closing  with  this  sentence :  "When  one  is  in  the  midst  of  sor- 
row, when  all  the  energies  of  body  and  of  soul  have  been  on 
tension  as  ours  have  been  for  twenty-nine  months  to  resist, 
without  breaking  down,  the  unspeakable  evils,  which  would 
overwhelm,  nothing  could  give  more  strength  and  courage, 
after  the  grace  of  the  Divine  Saviour  Himself  than  the  Chris- 
tian sympathy  of  brothers  and  sisters  such  as  you." 

This  letter  has  been  printed  and  copies  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Bureau. 

Copies  of  "Merci,"  the  hymn  by  the  Rev.  Ruben  Saillens 
(see  page  26),  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  for  use  in 
Sunday-schools. 
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This  Auxiliary  has  issued  a  new  appeal  for 
Pittsburgh  the  destitute  war  sufferers  of  France.  The 
closing  words  are,  "For  centuries  the  brave, 
generous  heart  of  the  world  has  thrilled  at  the  tale  of  the 
Greeks  at  Thermopylae,  but  for  every  Greek  who  stood  in  the 
famous  pass,  there  are  a  thousand  Frenchmen,  and  the  spirit 
of  consecration  to  God  and  country  grows  all  the  time.  'I 
was  not  ready  to  give  my  life,  when  the  war  began,'  writes 
a  brave  young  soldier,  'I  thought  of  my  father,  my  mother 
and  my  fiancee,  but  I  am  ready  to  do  so  now.  I  can  leave 
them  in  God's  care.'  " 

All  but  one  of  the  engagements  made  for 
Philadelphia       the  Field  Secretary  in  Philadelphia  tjad  to 

be  cancelled  when  it  was  planned  for  him 
to  sail  for  France  on  February  5th.  On  Sunday  morning,  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  he  addressed  a  large  and  deeply  interested  congre- 
gation in  the  Tabernacle  Presbyterian  Church.  Never  did  he 
speak  with  more  earnestness  and  inspiration.  The  immediate 
results  were  many  new  subscribers  to  the  McAll  Record  and 
increased  contributions. 

The  recent  sad  developments  have  prevented  his  visit  to 
France  at  this  time.  He  earnestly  hopes  that  it  may  be  possible 
for  him  to  go  next  summer. 

Early  Christmas  morning,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Brooklyn         Flint,  the  much  loved  president  of  the 

Brooklyn  Auxiliary,  passed  away  very 
peacefully  after  about  three  weeks'  illness.  The  November 
meeting  was  at  her  house,  and,  at  that  time,  she  said  that  we 
must  get  another  president,  as  she  was  not  strong.  She 
seemed  to  break  down  very  suddenly  in  both  mind  and  body, 
and  we  realized  that  she  could  not  be  with  us  long.  Her  inter- 
est and  love  for  the  McAll  work  was  very  keen,  and  we,  a 
small  band  of  workers,  feel  that  we  have  had  a  great  loss. 

The  whole  American  McAll  Association  are  bereaved  by 
Mrs.  Flint's  death,  and  deeply  sympathize  with  the  sorrow  of 
the  Brooklyn  Auxiliary. 
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On  the  evening  of  January  18th,  a  meeting- 
Newark  was  held  in  the  old  historic  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  with  the  Rev.  J.  Parkes 
Cadman,  D.  D.,  as  speaker.  A  large  audience  listened  with 
absorbed  attention  to  Dr.  Cadman's  brilliant  development  of 
the  subject  of  "Modern  France,"  bringing  home  to  his  audi- 
ence the  heights  to  which  France  has  climbed  and  what  we 
owe  to  her.  • 

He  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  McAll  Mis- 
sion in  France,  which,  he  affirmed,  was  vital  to  the  salvation 
of  that  great  Republic. 

The  ushers  were  descendants  of  the  Huguenots.  The 
offering  was  $100.00. 

The  Newark  Auxiliary  has  begun  a  campaign  to  enlist  the 
interest  of  the  Sunday-schools  and  missionary  societies  of  the 
city  in  the  McAll  Mission.  Already  several  have  pledged 
yearly  sums  to  the  boat  work,  and  we  are  hoping  for  still 
larger  results. 

Thus  far  we  have  enrolled  sixty-four  new 
Hartford  members  this  year,  among  these  a  number 

of  men ;  we  hope  to  make  the  number  one 
hundred.  Last  year  we  enrolled  sixty-one  new  members. 
We  have  raised  $104.00  for  our  Relief  Fund  and  sent  two 
splendid  boxes.  We  are  expecting  to  give  an  entertainment 
to  add  to  our  fund.  Ninety-one  young  ladies,  representing 
our  various  churches,  were  recently  invited  to  a  meeting  at  the 
house  of  the  president.  Thirty-six  came,  meeting  sixteen  mem- 
bers of  our  Board.  We  organized  a  junior  auxiliary  with  a 
membership  of  thirty-two,  and  sixteen  honorary  members,  for 
we  of  the  Board  added  our  names,  agreeing  to  pay  fifty  cents 
membership  fee  to  help  swell  the  little  fund  for  the  treasury. 
The  first  member  of  the  Board  to  sign  was  Mrs.  Chas.  H. 
Field,  the  only  active  living  charter  member  of  the  Hartford 
Auxiliary,  organized  in  1885. 

Miss  Helen  B.  Sheffield,  a  college  girl,  is  president  of  this 
junior  auxihary. 

The  president  of  the  mother  auxiliary  read  a  twenty- 
minute  paper  telling  of  the  work,  and  the  girls  asked  questions, 
the  members  of  the  Board  adding  a  word  here  and  there.  We 
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sang  in  French  the  first  verse  and  chorus  of  "Tell  me  the 
old,' old  story,"  the  words  being  written  on  a  blackboard  and  a 
very  fine  young  French  student  leading. 

Our  Loan  Library 

The  Board  has  decided  to  establish,  at  the  Bureau,  a  Loan 
Library,  to  consist  of  books  on  France  contributed  by  friends. 
Gifts  of  appropriate  books  will  be  appreciated. 

"A  Frenchman's  Thoughts  on  the  War,"  by  Paul  Sabatier. 

"Poems  of  War  and  Peace,"  by  R.  U.  Johnson. 

"What  is  Coming,"  a  European  forecast  by  H.  G.  Wells. 

"The  French  Ideal,"  by  Mme  Duclaux. 

"La  Cloche  Roland,"  by  J.  Jorgensen. 

"Private  Gaspard,  a  Soldier  of  France,"  by  R.  Benjamin. 

"The  Book  of  the  Homeless,"  edited  by  Mrs.  Wharton. 

"Friends  of  France,"  published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 

"The  World  Decision,"  by  Robert  Herrick. 

"The  White  Fields  of  France,"  by  Rev.  Horatius  Bonar. 

"A  Cry  from  the  Land  of  Calvin  and  Voltaire,"  by  Rev. 
Horatius  Bonar. 

"The  Life  of  Robert  Whittaker  McAll,"  by  his  Wife. 

"The  Provocation  of  France,"  by  Jean  Charlemagne 
Bracq. 

"Among  the  French  Folk,"  by  E.  H.  Moggridge. 

"Modernism,"  by  Paul  Sabatier. 

"France  Today,"  by  Paul  Sabatier. 

"Disestablishment  in  France,"  by  Paul  Sabatier. 

"Les  Femmes  de  la  Grande  Guerre,"  by  Yvonne  Pitrois. 

"A  Propos  de  la  Separation  des  Eglises  et  de  I'Etat,"  by 
Paul  Sabatier. 

"Records  of  the  McAll  Mission,"  by  Horatius  Bonar. 

"The  Gospel  in  Latin  Lands,"  by  Francis  E.  Clark  and 
Harriet  A.  Clark. 

"The  Cruise  of  the  Mystery,"  by  Louise  Seymour 
Houghton. 

"The  Silent  Highway,"  by  Louise  Seymour  Houghton. 
"France  in  the  Twentieth  Century,"  by  W.  L.  George. 
"France  Under  the  Republic,"  by  J.  C.  Bracq. 
"The  French  Blood  in  America,"  by  Fosdick. 
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On  February  20th,  at  the  close  of  an  in- 
Milwaukee        spiring  address  by  M.  Jean  Alcide  Picard, 

on  leave  from  the  French  Army,  M.  Picard 
formed  a  McAll  Auxiliary  of  about  forty  members,  with  tenta- 
tive arrangements  for  a  junior  organization. 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION  FROM 
AUXILIARIES  AND  CHURCHES 

December  12,  1916 — February  12,  1917 


MAINE,  $2  00 

Bath  Circle    $2  00 

MASSACHUSETTS,  $978  00 

Boston  Auxiliary    $950  00 

Easthampton   Auxiliary    28  00 

RHODE  ISLAND,  $120  00 

Providence  Auxiliary    $120  00 

CONNECTICUT,  $404  56 

Hartford  Auxiliary    $350  00 

New  Haven  Auxiliary    2  00 

Norfolk  Cong'l  Church    16  40 

Norwich   Auxiliary    36  16 

NEW  YORK,  $6,501  00 

Buffalo  Aux.,  Special  Gift.  .  .$1,000  00 

Brooklyn  Auxiliary    260  00 

Ithaca  Circle    255  50 

New  York  Auxiliary    2,765  00 

New  York  McAll  Relief  Com..  1,812  50 

Rochester  Auxiliary    285  00 

Utica  Auxiliary    123  00 

NEW  JERSEY,  $780  25 
Bloomfield    First  Presbyterian 

Church,  3d  Quarterly  Pay't.      $9  00 

Elizabeth   Auxiliary    50  00 

Englewood  Auxiliary    300  00 

Morristown   Auxiliary    131  25 

Newark  Auxiliary    290  00 

PENNSYLVANIA,  $5,738  17 
Adelaide    M.    SmuUer,  Circle 

of  Memory    $26  00 

Belvidere  Auxiliary    84  00 

Chester  Auxiliary    65  00 

Easton  Auxiliary    25  00 


PENNSYLVANIA— Continued 

Philadelphia  Auxiliary   $1,042  17 

Philadelphia  Auxiliary,  Special 

Gift    3,300  00 

Pittsburgh  Aux.,  Special  Gifts  1,100  00 
South   Media   Methodist  Epis- 
copal  Church                              24  00 

Sewickley  Auxiliary    50  00 

West  Chester  Auxiliary    22  00 

MARYLAND,  $305  00 
Baltimore  Auxiliary    $305  CO 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  $60  00 
Washington  Auxiliary    $60  00 

OHIO,  $1,250  00 
Cleveland   $1,250"  00 

INDIANA,  $139  50 
Indianapolis  Auxiliary    $139  50 

ILLINOIS,  $345  00 

Chicago  Auxiliary    $325  00 

Lake  Forest    20  00 

MISSOURI.  $75  00 
St.  Louis  Auxiliary    $75  00 

MICHIGAN,  $216  00 

Detroit  Auxiliary    $166  00 

Detroit    Auxiliary,  Woodward 

Ave.  Pres.  Church   50  00 

MINNESOTA,  $38  52 

Minneapolis  Auxiliary    $15  00 

St.  Paul  Auxiliary    23  52 

WISCONSIN,  $100  00 
Milwaukee    $100  00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  REAL  ESTATE 
I  do  give  and  devise  to  the  American  McAll  Association 
the  following  described  property. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  PERSONAL  ESTATE 
I  do  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  American  McAll 
Association  the  sum  of  dollars. 


AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 
President 

Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Parkhurst,  The  Ansonia,  73d  St.  and  Broadway,  New  York  City 

First  Vice-President 
Mrs.  James  C.  Colgate,  46  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 

Vice-Presidents 

Mrs.  James  A.  Garfield,  Northern  Ohio  Miss  Grace  W.  Fisher,  Maryland 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Blackstone,  Illinois  Mrs.  C.  A.  Severance,  Minnesota 

Mrs.  Henry  A.  Laughlin,  Western  Pa.  Mrs.  Benjamin  Harrison,  Indiana 

Miss  Alletta  Lent,  Eastern  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Frederick  G.  Mead,  New  Jersey 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Beard,  Eastern  N.  Y.  Mrs.  F.  B.  Dwight,  New  Jersey 

Mrs.  Horace  A.  Noble,  Western  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Preston,  Jr.,  New  Jersey 

Mrs.  W.  H,  Fenn,  Maine  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Semplk,  Missouri 

Mrs.  Randolph  H.  McKim,  District  of  Miss  Anna  L.  Dawes,  Western  Mass. 

Columbia  Mrs.  Samuel  M.  Vail,  Northern  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  David  R.  Craig,  Eastern  Mass.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Paul,  Eastern  Pa. 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Crocker,  Minnesota  Mrs.  W.  W.  Ssbly,  Southern  Ohio 

Mrs.  Oren  Scotten,  Michigan  Miss  E.  C.  McVickar,  Rhode  Island 
Mrs.  J.  Warren  Goddard,  N.  Y.  City 

Treasurer 

Mrs.  Abraham  R.  Perkins,  302  W.  Upsal  Street,  Germantown,  Philadelphia 

Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Wayland,  511  S.  Forty-second  Street,  Philadelphia 

Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  Edward  Yates  Hill,  914  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia 

Secretary  of  Literature 
Mrs.  Adam  H.  Fetterolf,  1936  Pine  Street,  Philadelphia 

Secretary  of  Sunday  School  Work 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Kelley,  455  Madison  Avenue,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Secretary  for  Speakers 

Mrs.  James  T.  Young,  The  Alexandra  Apartments,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

General  Secretary 
Miss  Harriet  Harvey,  Bureau,  1710  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia 

Field  Secretary 
Rev.  George  T.  Berry,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 

Board  of  Directors 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Parkhurst,  New  York  Mrs.  George  E.  Dimock,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
Mrs.  James  C.  Colgate,  New  York  Mrs.  Louise  Seymour  Houghton,  Phila. 

Mrs.  Abraham  R.  Perkins,  Philadelphia  delphia 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Wayland,  Philadelphia  Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Crozer,  Chester,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Adam  H.  Fetferolf,  Philadelphia    Miss  Isabel  W.  Semple,  Philadelphia 
Mrs.  Frank  B.  Kelley,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.    Mrs.  Edward  Yates  Hill,  Philadelphia 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Nicholson,  Philadelphia        Mrs.  John  Gray  Foster Plainfield,  N.  J. 
Mrs.  John  F.  Keator,  Philadelphia  Mrs.  James  T.  Young,  Philadelphia 

Mrs.  Roberts  LeBoutillier,  Wayne,  Pa    Miss  Emily  W.  Palmer,  Philadelphia 
Mrs.  Homer  Addams,  Philadelphia 

Advisory  Committee 
Alba  B.  Johnson  John  Gribbel      Edward  H.  Bonsall 


Auditors 

Mr.  J.  H.  Jefferis  Mr.  Harry  S.  Hopper 


PARIS  COMMITTEE  OF  DIRECTION 


President 
Rkv.  H.  Bach 

Vice-PresidenU 
Rev.  B.  Couve  Mr.  O.  Beigbrder 

Rev.  Chas.  E.  Greig;  Rev.  Samuel  Gout;  Rev.  E.  Allegret;  Mr.  Roger 
Merlin;  Prof.  J.  Monnier;  Hon.  Eugene  RfcvKiLLAUD  ;  Rkv.  R.  Saillens; 
Mr.  L.  Van  den  Perren  Twyeffort,  and  Rev.  E.  Bonnet. 

Director 
Rev.  Henri  Guex 

General  Agent  (Field  Secretary) 
>  Mr.  Samuel  de  Grenier-Latour 

Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  United  State* 
Rev.  Henri  Merle  d'AubignA 

PARIS  STATIONS  AND  DIRECTORS 


8  Bonlevard  Bonne-Nouvelle 

(Salle  Baltimore) 
I  Rue  Pierre  Levfie  (Central  Hall) 
(Mr.  S.  de  Grenier-Latour) 
135  Rue  de  Crimee,  La  Villette 
142  Rue  du  Faubourg-St.-Antoine 
(Rev.  Chas.  E.  Greig) 


19  Rue  de  I'Avre,  Grenelle 
157  Rue  St.  Charles,  Javel 

(Rey.  Georges  Gallienne) 
157  Rue  Nationale 
8  Rue  DantoD,  Kremlin-Bicfitre 
(Rev.  H.  Merle  d'Aubign6) 
105  Rue  V6ron,  Alfortville 


PROVINCIAL  STATIONS  AND  DIRECTORS 

Ajaccio,  AuU^ne,  Corsica  M.  Monnkt 

Amiens,  54  Rue  des  Archers  

B^hune,  Rue  de  la  Gendarmerie  Mr.  Th.  TRfeFiER 

Calais,  93  route  de  Guines  Mr.  Henri  Bri;n 

Desvres,  Rue  de  la  Poterie  Mr.  J.  Canet 

Fives-Lille,  165  Rue  Pierre  le  Grand  Pastor  Henri  Nick 

Lagny-sur-Marne,  9  Rue  St.  Denis  Pastor  Boyer 

Lourches,  Rue  de  la  Mairie  Pastor  Fakelly 

Marseilles,  40  Quai  du  Port ;  35  Boulevard 

Vauban ;  10  Rue  Bernard   Pastor  Louis  Biau 

Nantes,  5  Rue  Amiral  du  Chaffault  Mr  E.  Chastand 

Nemours,  7  Rue  du  Champ  de  Mars  .  Mr.  J.  Cooreman 

Nice,  12  Avenue  Borriglione  and  26  Rue  de 

France  Mr.  Arnold  Malan 

Roubaix,  123  Boulevard  de  Belfort  

Rouen,  124  Rue  St.  Hilaire  Mr.  C.  Vaitprin 

Rochefort  

Saint-Etienne,  Rue  de  la  R^publique  Dr.  Hastings-Burroughs 

Saint-Quentin,  11  Rue  Thiers  

Vannes  M.  Sainton 

MISSION  BOATS 

La  Bonne  Nouvelle  M.  L.  Dautry 

Le  Bon  Messager  M.  H.  Brocket 

MOVABLE  HALLS  AT 

Tourcoing,  St.  Nazaire,  Vannes,  Montataire  and  Carmaux 

BUREAU  OF  THE  MISSION 

I  Rue  Pierre  Levee  (Central  Hall) 


